Michigan Waterfront Alliance (MWA) is a 501(c) 4 non-profit corporation formed over twenty
years ago in order to effectively advocate for the creation or preservation of state laws and/or
policies designed to protect, preserve, and promote the sustainable and wise use of our state's
immense treasure of high quality freshwater resources. Our primary mission will be accomplished by
pro-active participation in Michigan’s legislative process (lobbying), by participating in court cases
whose outcomes may have statewide ramifications, and/or by direct involvement with natural
resources management, or environment focused state agencies or departments.

An Update on Introduced State Legislation of Potential Interest to
Lakefront Residents and Michigan Waterfront Alliance Members
House Bill 4362: Expanding hours of watercraft
operation on public access inland lakes
Representing an effort to thwart the authority of the Michigan Department of Natural Resources and local units
of government to establish a specific range of hours that watercraft can operate on Michigan's thousands of
public access enabled inland lakes, and therefore effectively terminating the authority of townships to pass
locally established "no wake" ordinances, Representative Jason Sheppard introduced House Bill 4362 this past
spring in order to "allow for more time to enjoy Michigan’s inland lakes." Representative Sheppard has since
indicated, however, that as a result of a mistake in the language of the bill that would have had the effect of
limiting the operation of watercraft on public access inland lakes to between 8:00 AM and sunset, he intends to
revise the language of the bill to allow for watercraft operation beginning in the early morning hours and
running to until well into the evening to accommodate the busy schedules of today's modern families.
It should be noted that although legislation intended to expand the hours of watercraft operation on inland
waters is supported by the Michigan United Conservation Clubs, and other fishing and hunting oriented groups,
the legislation is ardently opposed by many other organizations, including Michigan Waterfront Alliance, due to
the fact that the bill represents an attempt to usurp the authority of township governments to pass and enforce
ordinances that closely align with local requirements and conditions.
Click here to view of House Bill 4362 as introduced

House Bill 4046: A bill to prevent local units of
government from banning short term rentals
Arguing that local zoning bans on short term rentals represents an infringement on private property rights,
Representative Jason Sheppard (R) of Temperance has introduced House Bill 4046, which seeks to prevent
township governments from enacting zoning ordinances that would ban the increasingly popular practice
of short-term vacation rentals. Introduced in an era when over 7,000 Michigan residents have listed their
properties with Airbnb, House Bill 4046 is a highly controversial bill that has evoked pro-active responses from
many of the most powerful interest groups in Lansing, including those representing the real estate industry, who
support the legislation; and Michigan's hotel industry association, that are adamantly opposed to legislation that
would make it easier for private home owners to rent their properties to short term vacation renters through
enabling businesses such as Airbnb.
Written and introduced by a bi-partisan group of lawmakers that are seeking what Michigan Waterfront
Alliance views as a reasonable compromise that would allow local units of government to regulate, but not
outright ban short term rentals, House Bill 4554 would create a statewide short-term rental registry, require

those engaged in short term rentals to pay a state excise tax that would fund tourism promotion, and allow
exemptions for homes that are rented for 14 or fewer days per calendar year.
Click here to view Michigan House Bill 4046, the "Michigan zoning enabling act"
Click here to view Michigan House Bill 4554, the "Michigan Short Term Rental Promotion Act"

House Bill 4361: A bill to exempt those fishing on private lakes from the
requirement for a DNR issued all-species fishing license; and require the
agency to create an electronic version of Michigan fishing licenses
Introduced by Representative Jason Sheppard (R) of Temperance, passage of House Bill 4361 would act to
exempt those fishing on "qualified private lakes" from having to purchase a Michigan Department of
Natural Resources issued all-species fishing license. The bill would also direct the agency to develop an
electronic version of Michigan fishing licenses that could be displayed on the license holder's smart phone or
tablet type device.
Click here to view Michigan House Bill 4361
Michigan Waterfront Alliance encourages the readers of this newsletter to directly participate in our democracy
by contacting their Representative and Senator to express their support or non-support for the pending
legislation discussed in this article.
To find your state representative and how to contact them, click here
To find your state senator and how to contact them, click here

